BURBAGE FALLEN OF WORLD WAR I

WARRANT OFFICER JOHN LORD

Service Number: 955266

Enlisted: 405" (RCAF) Squadron Royal Air Force
Volunteer Reserve

Born: 61 December 1918
Died: 2274 April 1945, Aged 26

Memorials: Berlin 1939-1945 War Cemetery, Brandenburg, Germany - Plot

2, Row N, Grave 7

Burbage War Memorial

St Catherine’s Church Memorial

Individual Plaque St Catherine’s South Side Chancel

John Lord was born on 6" December 1918 at Diamond
Cottage, Coventry Road, Burbage. The eldest child of Emnest
Lord a hosiery hand, John grew up in the village starting at the
Burbage National School in January 1924. John was well
known in the Hinckley area being a regular player for Hinckley
United Rugby Club.

One of many school photographs which seemed to have been take: eque

from many, was taken at the Church of England School in 1927, \{lrh to ughl)—

Back Row:  Miss Dudlc)’ (Tcuchct) Hurry P()wcrs. Dunald Gent, Jim ins, Harold Robinson, Ray Whitmore, John
Lo -ce, Bernard Colkin, Jack Simpson.

y »\ngm M dgc 5 crg m 1 vy Reynol ld Alice Bass, Gwen Herbert, Mag Shilton, Nelly

tt, Edna Harding, Ali

ight, Edna Howki

2nd Row:

Cooper, Mary Craythorne, Alice Moore

. Nancy Goodwin, Eilene Robinson, Winnie Harding, Nelly
Jordan, Peggy Clift, May Puffer, Eadith Beecher.

Front Row: Arthur Higginson, Fred Howarth, Jack Middleton, Kenneth Hill, Joan Higginson. Headmaster: Stanley

National School Photograph

On the outbreak of war in 1939,
John joined the RAF and was
posted to a base in Scotland. As
an observer, he flew missions on
bombing raids over Germany. On
one such mission in 1941 his
plane came down, he was
captured and taken prisoner of
war.

Although a prisoner the family
hoped, he would be relatively safe.
Letters were exchanged and
parcels sent via the Red Cross.
The family even had a photograph B
sent from a POW camp that shows him Iooklng well.

3rd Row:

In April 1945, the family learned of the relief of the prison camp
at which he had been interned and were awaiting news of his
homecoming. Instead, they learned that he had died of
wounds during a long march from one camp to another. While
on the march, the prisoners were mistaken for enemy troops
and were attacked by allied bombers, John and a number of
his comrades receiving wounds. Some of the prisoners had
been force marched from camps in Poland to Germany in front
of the advancing Russians.

John was taken to Boizenburg on Elbe. He was badly
wounded in the right leg on the 19% April and the German
Surgeon was compelled to amputate. In addition, he had a
deep wound in the left side of his back in which he developed
gangrene, on the 22nd April he was operated on at 11 am, but
in spite of all the Doctors could do, he died at 2 pm the same
afternoon. His funeral took place the following day at 8 am with
six of his comrades in attendance.
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Ref. No. R36 2414/ 1/ S14Ces() 30
The Under S("Cfetﬂry 0f- State fbr Air presents his rum&lium:l.\' fo

................. Mre.Bo.Loxd .............and begs to forward hm'u'i!l/plmqurapl‘
of cross marking the grave of No... ... . 955266. . . Waxxant Officer .. . .. . .. . . . .| (rank)
............................... BOMRLONE. ... cvconicnninnansiiens (fullmame),

These have been received from the Army Graves Service, who are responsible for the
temporary marking of war graves.

Temporary crosses will be replaced in due course by permanent headstones to
be erected by the Imperial War Graves Commission. Details of the inscription
on the temporary cross will be carefully checked at that stage and any errors
rectified before the permanent headstone is erected.

w
Air Ministry, London, S.W.1 Datc._“[,b,mﬂ,m,g

1939 — 1945 War Cemetery, Berlin
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* - Any Answer to this Letter must l‘pe Prepaid

AIR MINISTRY
Tf undelivered return to:—

The Officer Commanding,

ROYAL AIR FORCE, 3

(Full Postal address ifl. e e e e e e

: A !
R.AF. Form 1477 R.ALF., Centrzl U2 positcry \_&L;w
i Mt TR l %

This scroll commemorates

Warrant Officer J. Lord
Royal Air Force
held in honour as one who

IN MEMORY OF served King and Country in

the world war of 1939-194¢

JOHN LORD and gave his life to save

mankind from tyranny. May
APRIL 22@ 1945 his sacrifice help to bring

the peace and freedom for

which he died.

St Catherine’s Church
g COFPY
Telephone : Worcester 3411. S
{2 RO S S e 5
Any communications on the e 2 e S s 5 =5 S
subject of this letter should AIR MINISTRY, Should anything = [ leave all
be addressed to :— i<
THE WHITTINGTON ROAD, mf Ry and belonsings 1 e
UNDER SECRETARY > v E :
OF STATE, WORCESTER.

and the following number

Your Ref o /]/%/% 79%8 -

I am directed to forward herewith (Sgd) J.

a copy of a Will exeguted by the

late % / ,Zae(/

and to sfatée that the original document
will be sent to you if it is required

for purposes connected with the private
estate.

In the meantime I am to request
that you will be good enough to complete -
the enclosed A.M. Form 531 and return
it to this Department. 0

A prepaid envelope is enclosed for

your reply.
I am, VJ’I{

Your obedient Servant,

for Director of Accounts.

WOR. 1870
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